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Austrian Chairman), met in Paris early in 1905, and while absolving the Russian Admiral and his officers from any discredit attaching either to their " military qualities" or their "humanity," reported that the fear of hostile torpedo boats which had caused them to fire was not justified. Upon this the Russian Government paid compensation and the afiair was wound up.
The British-French Entente
This was but a passing incident, but the adversities of Russia had lasting results upon policy in Europe, and may even be said to have prepared the way for the British-French Entente which was the most important event in the British history of these years. The French had looked on with alarm while their ally staked his fortunes on this remote adventure, and were in two minds as to whether his defeat or a success which permanently diverted a large part of his strength and resources from Europe to the Far East would be the greater evil for them. Either event disastrously lowered the value of their alliance for European purposes. For precisely the same reasons the Germans had for years past encouraged the Russians to pursue their Far-Eastern adventure, and the Kaiser had used high-flown language about the sacred mission of the Tsar to uphold the Cross against the yellow races. As the Russo-Japanese rivalry developed the Germans saw in it a unique opportunity of squaring accounts with France, and the French became aware that they were once more being thrown back into the dangerous isolation from which they supposed themselves to have escaped through their alliance with Russia. It thus became a matter of high importance to them to find another friend in Europe; and stifling their grievances about Fashoda and the Dreyfus affair they began to look to Great Britain. She had made a breach in her isolation policy in favour of Japan; why not another in favour of France ?
Lord Lansdowne and British Ministers looked at it from a purely British point of view. They had for years past been harassed and irritated by the policy of pin-pricks, as it was thea called, which had embittered British-French relations all ovor the world. In Egypt, Morocco, Siam, Sokoto, Madagascar, the New Hebrides—wherever the two countries came into
